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First Person Radio:  
In the Right Place at the Right Time ....................................................8
By Bob Heil K9EID
 In this inaugural column, one ham talks about his extraordinary life and the 

role that radio played in starting him down a lifelong road of unending interest. 

Bob Heil K9EID, shows what happens when you combine an ear for music and 

a knack for electronics. And, he tells what can happen when a young person’s 

curiosity is taken seriously. Inspiration may be all around us; sometimes all we 

need is a little encouragement and a little luck.

The Enduring Amelia Earhart Mystery:  
Could unidentiied radio signals provide new clues? ....................... 10
By Eric Beheim
 The disappearance of Amelia Earhart has all the elements of a great mystery, 

to say nothing of a motion picture: A daring young woman in her prime, flying 

over a vast ocean, disappears forever amid a never-ending cloud of controversy. 

Eric Beheim picks up the threads of her disappearance, and takes us day-by-day 

from the moment her plane is no longer in contact with Coast Guard cutter Itasca. 
Did she and her navigator make a crash-landing on an uninhabited Pacific atoll? 

Did they go down to a deep, watery grave? Why couldn’t anyone pinpoint their 

location? Didn’t anyone hear their call? 

Living the Dream:  
One ham’s effort to update the tradition of kit building ................. 14
By Ken Reitz KS4ZR
 During the 1960s radio kits were all the rage. Not only were they fun to put 

together, but budding hams as well as veteran hams could learn a lot about their 

hobby while they did so. Now, a ham who grew up with his trusty Heathkit GR-

64 wants to introduce another generation of hams to this aspect of the radio 

hobby. But, he’s added a digital twist. Brian Wood W0DZ wants you to build the 

most sophisticated radio available.

The Degen DE1103/Kaito KA1103:
A Second Look
By Eric Bryan

Wait a minute, are we reviewing the Kaito 

KA1103 again? Are we crazy? Yes! We’re 

still crazy about this little portable all-band, 

all-mode, can-do shortwave radio. But, this 

time Eric Bryan looks at its China-factory 

look-alike and, after using it daily for the 

last four years, explains the ins and outs of 

getting the most out of it. Sure, it’s tricky, 

but at the price, so worth it!
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Second Guessing  
the Sun:
What will solar cycle 24 really 
do? The jury’s still out!

By Tomas David Hood NW7US

 Shortwave listeners and hams 

alike depend on solar activity to 

fuel their radio hobby. With Cycle 

24 now upon us, what will it be 

like? Some say it could be the 

beginning of a historically long 

sunspot drought. Others say there 

could be no sunspots after 2015. 

Tomas Hood has looked at all of 

the predictions and he’s found 

at least one respected scientist 

on whom we might pin our radio 

hopes. Cycle 24 may yet hold a 

surprise worth waiting for.

 Hood also lays out the pros-

pects for shortwave listening over 

the next six months as we transi-

tion from the summer to winter 

DX seasons. Find out when the 

best times to tune in will happen 

in your area and where you should 

be listening.

On Our Cover: This artist’s illustra-
tion shows the relative sizes of – and 
definitely not the relative distances 
between -- the sun and the Earth 
and their magnetic fields. NASA/JPL-
Caltech/S. Hill
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Any Surprises for Cycle 24?
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